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Seeley probably was, is just on the boundary between New York 
and New Jersey. It lay on a principal highway, and had long 
been used as a camping ground. In 1778 Washington had 
headquarters at Tappan; he came there again in 1780 upon a 
very sad errand, when a court of inquiry met to determine the 
guilt of Major John Andre. There October 2, 1780, he was 
executed as a spy. Colonel Seeley was evidently in charge of the 
road leading from Dobbs Ferry to Tappan, since among the 
Washington letters in the Library of Congress is a draft of one 
dated the same day as yours, addressed to Col. Sylvanus Seeley at 
Dobbs Ferry. By York Island there can be no doubt Man- 
hattan Island is indicated. 

We have been unable to find anything personal about Colonel 
Seeley. He was a captain in 1776 of the New Jersey militia; pro- 
moted to a majority May 23, 1777; to a colonelcy in November of 
the same year. He was apparently never on the Continental 
establishment, but was a brave and trusted militia officer. As for 
Colonel Dayton, it is not easy to determine whether the one 
mentioned was Col. Elias Dayton or his more famous son Jona- 
than. The former commanded New Jersey regiments throughout 
the war, and at its close was made brigadier general. Jonathan 
Dayton was at the surrender at Yorktown; he may have been 
with Lafayette in Virginia before Washington marched south. 
He was one of the New Jersey representatives in the constitutional 
convention of 1787; in Congress from New Jersey, 1791-1799, 
part of the time as speaker; senator from New Jersey, 1799 to 
1805. 

THE EAST SHORE OF LAKE MICHIGAN 

Is there any special book or books or records of any kind dealing with 
the history of the east shore of Lake Michigan? Were there any early 
explorers aside from Marquette who coasted up this shore? La Salle 
went only to the mouth of the St. Joseph, I believe. Do you know 
any reason why the Muskegon River should appear on Franquelin's 
map of 1684 as "Riviere des Iroquois?" 

Kenneth G. Smith, Lansing, Mich. 

In answer to your queries we know of no book that deals 
particularly with the east shore of Lake Michigan. It was a route 
not as much followed as the west shore; at first probably for fear 
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of the Iroquois, later because of currents and the availability of 
winds. Marquette's is the first recorded voyage, although we 
are of opinion that Jolliet in the autumn of 1673 and spring of 
1674 did some exploring in that region. This cannot be proved; 
it is merely inferred from his maps. The next recorded voyage 
is that of Tonti, when he came to join La Salle in 1679 at the 
mouth of the St. Joseph. You will find his account in Kellogg, 
Early Narratives, 288-289, very brief indeed! No other voyage 
on this shore during the seventeenth century seems to have been 
made for fear of the Iroquois, who were from 1680 to 1701 on 
the warpath against the western tribes. That also answers your 
second question, concerning the name. There are several place 
names in the West taken from Iroquois battles; Iroquois Point 
just beyond the Sault St. Marie as one enters Lake Superior, 
named for a battle in 1653; Iroquois River in Illinois, tributary to 
the Kankakee, named for some ambuscade or raid of the Iroquois 
from New York. We do not know what events gave Franquelin 
the name Iroquois River; there were many raids in the years 
between 1680 and 1684, so that it is not difficult to account for 
the name. You can find secondary accounts both in Parkman's 
La Salle, and in his Frontenac. 

One of the earliest descriptions of a voyage on the east 
coast of Lake Michigan is that of Father Pierre Francois Xavier 
Charlevoix on his voyage of exploration in 1721. He mentions 
the Pere Marquette, the St. Nicholas, the Black rivers, and 
describes the shore. It is difficult to find this account in English; 
there has been no complete English edition since the translations 
of 1761 and 1763. 

EARLY HISTORY OF ALGOMA 

Please send me what material you have on the history of the city 
of Algoma in Kewaunee County. 

Frank R. Snydeh, Casco 

Algoma was known until 1897 as Ahnapee, an Indian word 
which meant when, or when it happened. There was an Algoma 
just above Oshkosh, which was later incorporated into that city. 
It is a generic name for the Algonquian people. There are 
Algomas in Michigan, in Canada, and perhaps in other places. 



